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Queensland
As mentioned in the last regional roundup,

Growcom is running a project aimed at 

encouraging leadership by rural and regional

women. As a part of this project feedback was

gathered from rural women currently in leadership

positions across the state on what the big issues

are for women in horticulture. The key points

were that were raised are discussed below.  

It was felt that many horticultural businesses

are struggling to keep up with the demands 

of managing their staff - for example, dealing

with the new horticulture award - and that is 

if they can find and keep the staff in the first

place (particularly skilled staff). Growers are

also feeling the pinch as price takers from the

big supermarket chains demand more and

more and seem to offer less for it. 

As a way to help address some of the staffing

issues, growers are looking for ways to upskill

their key staff members to help manage the

business and take some of the daily pressure

off the owners. 

The women also wanted to continue to network

with other like minded people and they want to

be able to include their key staff in this exercise

to help expand their networks and knowledge.

The women felt that this would definitely add

value to their businesses but would also be a

great social activity which would help the key

employees to learn how to more effectively 

interact with people and manage other staff.

Two meetings are planned for the Granite Belt

area before November aimed at addressing

some of the above issues. 

This project is supported by funding from the

Australian Government Department of Agriculture,

Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) under its Australia's

Farming Future initiative. 

On another note, Growcom staff have been 

extremely busy helping growers to deal with

the changes the new horticulture award may

bring. This is an ongoing and constantly 

changing issue and for more information 

growers should contact Growcom’s industrial

relations team on (07) 3620 3844 or visit the

Growcom website (www.growcom.com.au)  

Lastly, Growcom recently attended a Diabetes
Queensland education and awareness consumer
expo on the Gold Coast to promote Stanthorpe
as a prominent fruit growing region. Free 
Stanthorpe apples were handed out to more
than 500 people. This exercise was funded
through APAL’s state promotional fund. The fruit
as very popular as apples are a ‘safe’ food for
diabetics as they have a low glycaemic index (GI).
More information W: www.diabetesqld.org.au  

Julie Moore
Growcom

Tasmania
The annual Fruit Growers Tasmania (FGT) 
industry awards were held on 22 August at the
Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania. Preceding the event,
the FGT annual general meeting was held.

This year the Award for Excellence was 
presented to two outstanding fruit industry
members – Kevin Miller from the Tamar Valley
and Brian Clark from the Huon Valley.

Kevin has been an apple orchardist in the
Tamar Valley since developing a small orchard
at Hillwood, and has been a longstanding
member of the Tasmanian Apple and Pear
Growers. In recent years the orchard has 
continued to evolve with modern, high density
orchards and the business has expanded to 
include cherries and stonefruit as well as 
establishing a successful shed door operation.

Brian Clark has been involved in the Tasmanian
apple industry at both local and national levels,
particularly during the 1960s, 70s and 80s.
Brian was the state representative on the 
National Apple & Pear Growers Association,
was elected national president in the late
1970s.  He was also an inaugural member
of the State Fruit Board – Tasmanian Apple

Marketing Board and a founding member of
Australian United Fresh.

The 2009 winner of the Mark Miller Young
Grower Award was Bradley Ashlin. Brad, formerly
from Geeveston, has been involved in the fruit
industry for many years as an orchardist, as
well as a training officer for Tahune Fields.
Brad was an active member of the Young 
Tasmanian Fruit Growers Association and has
always participated in industry activies and
events. Brad is currently employed as farm
manager at TopQual’s Calthorpe orchard in the
Tamar Valley and his enthusiasm for the industry
continues. He has travelled overseas on various
study tours and is always keen to learn new
techniques and share his knowledge with others.

Export registrations have commenced for the
2009-10 apple, cherry and stonefruit seasons with
FGT undertaking the processing of registrations
under agreement with Quarantine Tasmania.

A tractor safety training course was provided to
growers in August and the next FO2012 orchard
walk was scheduled for mid-September. FGT
representatives also attended the 2009 AsiaFruit
Logistica held in Hong Kong in the first week 
of September, with participation from a number
of exporters. FGT took a stand in association
with HAL.

Primary Employers Tasmania (PET) is running
some free workplace relations seminars
throughout the state from late September
through to October. PET is hosting the workshops
in conjunction with the National Farmers 
Federation (NFF), with support from the 
Australian Government. 

FGT is currently working on the 2010 Farm
Gate Guide with the launch likely to be held
sometime in the next couple of months. 
Increased interest from grower participants 
is being received following the success of the
first publication in 2009.

The weather in Tasmania remains cool and the
rain continues on from a wet winter. Growers
would like to see the weather settle a little and
become fine and a little warmer as we move
further into spring.  

Sally Tennant
Fruit Growers Tasmania

New South Wales
Once again that dreaded first spray of spring is
being applied and one starts to watch the
storm clouds roll overhead. I wonder what the
sane people are doing.

All regions in NSW have reported pretty good
rain during August although the 6 per cent
water level at Wyangala storage doesn’t auger
well for irrigators on the Lachlan River. Forbes
growers will find it a difficult year unless good
rains come during the growing season.

As per usual after a good production year, 
market prices and sales volumes leave a lot to
be desired. With buyers becoming extremely
selective, pulling teeth is easier than lifting prices;
let’s hope stocks clear before the new season.

Processing is struggling to handle the amount
of fruit coming off the grader especially as
making concentrate is not viable because the
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Stanthorpe apple grower Julie Minotto and Growcom’s
regional networks coordinator Margie Milgate.
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import price remains at around $1.80 per 
concentrate litre. Maybe it is time to look at
the possibility of directing the levy money 
collected from the processing sector into some
promotion of single strength apple juice and
try to stimulate this sector of the market. 
(I must declare I am a little biased when it
comes to the processing sector).

Congratulations must go to the Australian 
National Field Days (Orange) fruit and vine
committee for organising a Fruit and Vine 
Day on Tuesday 20h October 2009 at the first
day of the National Field Days’ Borenore site
starting at 9am. That’s about it for now, until
next month.

David Gartrell

Western Australia
Fruit movement across the Perth market floor
was down 35 per cent compared to last year’s
volumes for August. Good quality fruit is still
receiving firm prices however there is a fair
amount of over-mature fruit which market
agents are struggling to move.

Whilst WA is still a little below our average
rainfall, the number of rainy days is definitely up
on previous years. Growers are now expectantly
waiting for those fine days to get spray programs
underway. As the Industry Development Project
I am employed under begins to wind up it is
time to evaluate and reflect on what outcomes
have been achieved and what could be improved.

One of the positive outcomes has been the 
facilitation of field days and orchard walks. 
Attendance at field days has slowly increased
over the duration of the project. Whilst I don’t
think it is the IDO’s role to provide the technical
content, it is their role to organise and introduce
the appropriate expertise to growers. Having
established a number of good relationships and
linkages with other industry bodies it has become
easier to put together a workshop on most topics.
We do continue to suffer a little from national
program scheduling and will continue to work
on date clashes.

Communication is getting better. With internet
access increasing we can collate and disseminate
useful information and event reminders on a
more regular basis. The aim now is to improve
on how we communicate technical information.
What we still don’t do very well is ascertain
which topics growers want more information
on. We still need greater grower feedback to
tell us what you would find useful and would
make time to attend. This sort of activity is

core to the IDO project’s short term outcomes
and provides benefits to industry and tends to
sure up funding streams. 

For some time now the WA industry has been

caught up in a biosecurity issue which has not

provided a positive environment for industry

development. With some of the issues now

coming to a head there is the need to feed

project ideas through to WAFGA. Make your

fee-for-service work harder and be willing to

put your ideas up. The next IDO project will be

more successful with greater industry input and

an application focussing on what growers want

will tend to be more attractive to funding bodies.

This will be my last regional roundup as I prepare

to leave the workforce for a while to have a baby.

I will still be employed in the background to

write up final reports. I would like to thank 

the WA pome fruit industry for providing such 

a welcoming environment to work in that has

allowed me to learn so much in such a short

amount of time. Best wishes for the upcoming

season.

Stephanie Faggetter
WAFGA Pome Fruit IDO

South Australia
The season continues to progress with some rain

events every few days between some warmer

conditions. Overall the Adelaide Hills region

continues to receive good falls. The Riverland

received some rain during mid-September but

more importantly they received an increase in

their allocations – up to 16 per cent.

Growers have been moving bees into the 

orchards in preparation for the flowering period.

The 2009 Adelaide Royal Show was again a

major promotional success. The commercial

exhibits were of the highest quality ensuring

that the public had a good display to look at.

Congratulations to Harrisville Orchards for

being presented with the Banksian Medal by

the Royal Agriculture and Horticulture Society

of South Australia for the best exhibitor in the

horticultural section.

Fruit and juice sales were extremely strong

during the whole period of the Show. A promotion

by Ashton Crush of their new varieties of apple

and pear juices was well received. Yellow Brick

Road show bags were very popular with nearly

20,000 bags sold. This meant that 20,000 apples

and pears were given away as part of the bag.

Thanks to all the members, their staff and other

industry people who assisted in the presentation.

Fruit was donated by many growers/packers

for the 2009 City to Bay fun run held on 20

September. Nearly 30,000 people made the

run/walk to Glenelg. Apples and pears, along

with bananas and citrus, were available to the

runners at the end of the race.

Bureau members took the opportunity to visit the

2009 Riverland Field and Gadget Day in Barmera

en masse. A bus took some 30 members to 

the and from the field day. In addition others

both Riverland and Hills took the opportunity to 

attend and visit the Association site to discuss

a range of industry issues.

These activities along with the Future Orchards

2012 field day in September has meant that 

it has been a very busy month for the South

Australian apple and pear industry.

Trevor M Ranford
APGA of SA

Victoria
Fruit Growers Victoria (FGV) has received 

funding under the Victorian Government’s 

‘horticulture industry network’ initiative to appoint

an industry development officer for the apple

and pear industry in Victoria. This new position

will be based in southern Victoria and will 

service all apple and pear growers in the state.

The new pome IDO will be responsible for 

establishment and operation of a pome fruit 

industry centre of excellence that will provide

practical on-farm support to orchardists. A 

formal announcement of the project will be

made by the Victorian government shortly.

Market conditions in Victoria continue to be dif-

ficult with low prices and relatively high stocks.

The new season is well on the way with spray

rigs working around the clock already in some

districts. Northern Victoria has received its first

water allocation for the new season but despite

recent rains the outlook remains for a dry 

irrigation season. The Yarra Valley is experiencing

very dry conditions and some growers are

faced with difficult decisions on how to manage

their orchards in a water deficit situation.

FGV will hold its annual general meeting on 

Friday 23 October 2009 in the Yarra Valley. 

The meeting will be followed by drinks and the

annual industry dinner. Enquiries can be made

to the FGVL office T: (03) 5825 3700.

John Wilson
Fruit Growers Victoria
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State Association Contacts
State Name E-mail Address Phone 

WA Jonathan Cutting wafga@iinet.net.au WA Fruitgrowers Association Inc
Mail Point 96, Market City, 280 Bannister Road (08) 9455 2075
Canning Vale WA 6155

NSW Jason Cappello cappelloj@nswfarmers.org.au Level 25, 66 Goulburn Street, Sydney NSW 2000 1300 794 000

QLD Julie Moore jmoore@growcom.com.au Growcom
Floor 1, 385 St George Terrace Fortitude Valley QLD 4006 (07) 3620 3844

SA Trevor Ranford aplnpear@ozemail.com.au Apple & Pear Growers Association of SA
6 Frederick Street, Cavan SA 5094 (08) 8349 5073

TAS Sally Tennant fruittas@bigpond.net.au Fruit Growers Tasmania Inc
262 Argyle Street Hobart, Tasmania 7000 (03) 6231 1944

VIC John Wilson gm@fgv.com.au Fruit Growers Victoria
2 Rumbalara Road, Mooroopna VIC 3629 (03) 5825 3700

Question 1:
True or False: Fine textured (clay) soils require higher rates of residual

herbicide than courser (sandy) ones.

Question 2:
What do these item names have in common: Goose-egg, firkin, 

hedgehog and clombe? A: They are all types of pastry. 

B: They are all apple varieties. C: They are all old names for cider 

containers. D: They are all wall paint colours.

Question 3:
Tasmania was Australia’s first exporter of apples with a shipment 

of apples leaving the port of Hobart in which year.? 

A: 1906. B: 1836. C: 1886. D: 1956.

Question 4:
The Myrobalan peach and plum rootstock is commonly referred to as what?

A: MBN. B: Cherry Plum. C: Dog Plum. D: Jam peach.

Question 5:
Which country is the world’s largest producer of walnuts? 

A: USA. B: France. C: China. D: Spain.

Greg’s Quiz

Answers:
Question 1 - Answer: True.
Question 2 - Answer: C: They are all old names for cider containers.
Question 3 - Answer: C: 1886.
Question 4 - Answer: B: Cherry Plum.
Question 5 - Answer: C: China.
Quiz supplied by Greg Cramond, SA
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APFIP Weather Station Roundup

This project was facilitated by HAL in partnership with 
Apple & Pear Australia Limited and is funded by the apple
and pear levy. The Australian Government provides 
matching funding for HAL’s R&D activities.

This Data is from the APFIP evaluation Sites and may not be representative of the total District.

Further weather reports and comprehensive variety evaluation reports can be found at the APFIP 
Australia website: www.apfip.com

Industry information and horticulture quiz

Weather Station – Region Average Average Rainfall
Report period: Temperature Temperature 
18/8/2009 to 18/9/2009 Minimum Maximum

Batlow NSW 4 15.5 NA

Huon TAS 2.1 12.9 43

Lenswood SA 4.5 15.5 6.5

Manjimup WA 6.7 16 53

Goulburn VIC 2.5 16 6.3

Yarra Valley VIC 5 15.5 3.8

Orange NSW 4.2 15 9

Stanthorpe QLD 6.1 20 NA



now controls more pests in Pome and Stone fruit 

DuPont™Avatar® the leading brand for chewing insects

DuPont™ Avatar®, the leading broad-spectrum insecticide for chewing insects, now offers 
control against Heliothis and Lightbrown apple moth in Pome and Stone fruits as well as 
secondary pests such as Weevils and Wingless grasshopper. In addition Avatar® poses 
minimal risk to beneficial insects and mammals when used in accordance with label directions, 
making it the ideal insecticide for use in Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programs.

ALWAYS REFER TO THE LABEL BEFORE USE. Copyright © 2008 E I du Pont de Nemours and Company (“DuPont”). All rights reserved. Du Pont (Australia) Ltd. 
7 Eden Park Drive, Macquarie Park, NSW 2113. ACN 000 716 469. The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science® and Avatar® are registered 
trademarks or trademarks of DuPont or its affiliates. H&T DP1329/AFG



Barrack Betterstick

CROSS SECTION OF LEAF

CROSS SECTION OF LEAF

Other Chlorothalonil’s

Barrack Betterstick’s® unique polymer system and smaller active ingredient particle size 
means you not only get superior rainfastness but also better protection from disease.

Smaller particle size means:

• Mutliple layers of protection   •  More even distribution
• More surface area of active ingredient in contact with the leaf

Barrack Betterstick®. 
Superior stickiness is only half the story...

Unique polymer system

Barrack Betterstick® is a registered trademark.




